regarded as the standard of fertility, whereas, in the British Isles, 4'2 is so regarded by M'Culloch. Seeing, therefore, that the Arakanese women exceed their British sisters in productiveness, we naturally look for a correspond" ingly more rapid increase of poptilafion. Such not being the case, we nre led, by exclusion, to the real cause of the evil in question?" excessive mortality." This, in fact, is not only the cause of "sparseness of population," but, as is well known, it reacts, when among the young, by fulfilling a law of nature in increasing the fertility of the people.
That great mortality is the real and only root of the evil, at least in Akyab and district, does not admit of a doubt in my opinion, and, in the following remarks, my object will be to determine, as far as possible, the period of life in which the greatest mortality is observed, and its most probable causes, immediate and remote, &c., &c. For this purpose I shall avail myself of the assistance of the registration returns, and shall also endeavour to extract and render intelligible all the information the "return of families" contains, on the several points. Should I succeed in directing further inquiry in this, which I believe to bo the proper direction, my purpose will be fully accomplished.
An accurate analysis of the registration returns is essential to a right understanding of the state of population, so I proceed to consider them in order of deaths and births.
(1.) Sincc the 1st of October, 1864, to July 31st, 1865, a period of ten months, (exclusive of still-births,) 439 (3) The well known after-labour treatment to which the mother is subjected, greatly incapacitates her for nursing and tending her infant during its first week of life. The health and strength of the mother, hitherto at a low ebb, are still further undermined, in many instances, by this barbarous practice, secretion of healthy milk being checked by it.
(4) The many influences which tend to disturb the moral condition and social relation of the people, such as polygamy, prostitution, and the like, operate most untowardly on the health of the progeny.
I might prolong this list of parental causes, but the above are those which strike me as specially applicable to the district of which I write.
(To be continued.)
